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From the
President’s View

S|

February saw huge
snowstorms that left four foot tall
“snow drifts across Pennsylvania

and the Northeast which took

weeks to melt. As | drove from
Pittsburgh to  Sokol USA
headquarters in East Orange,
New Jersey, | was struck by the
sudden arrival of spring. The
snow had vanished, spring had
come, the weather had turned
warm, and the crocuses were
starting to poke above the
ground.

This meeting was the first
meeting of the newly elected
Supreme Lodge with myself as
President and Sister Bea Walko
attending the meeting as
President Emeritus. New
members were in attendance at
the Supreme Lodge. These were
Arthur Burkhardt, Emil Trgala,
Paul Brinley and Jennifer
Mouiton.

There was an eagerness and
energy on the part of the new
Supreme Lodge members. They
were energetic and curious. |t
was a productive meeting.

The organization’s finances
are sound. Sokol’s investments
performed well for the Society.
The Supreme Lodge noted that
roughly 30 percent of Society
members is over the age of 70. It
is imperative that new members
join in order to keep up with the

demographics of an aging
population.
The Supreme Lodge

graciously accepted the invitation
of the Polish Falcons of America
to send up to 12 young people to
the Falcons’ Zlot in Washington,
DC at the end of July 2010 and
to financially assist the young
people who are sent as our
representatives. The Falcons’
event is focused on youth and
open to young people from ages
8 to 18. There will be track and

~ Joseph Bielecki

field events, traditional
gymnastics,
basketball, volleyball and many
other sports. The Zlot will be held
on Gallaudet University’s
campus. The Supreme Lodge
passed funding for one half of
the cost of travel for any youth
participant and one chaperone
for the participant. Anyone
wishing to represent Sokol USA
at this event should contact
Christine or Todd Yatchyshyn as
soon as possible to sign up.
Sister Moulton gave an
update on the Healthy Heart
Walking Program and even
signed up some of the Supreme
Lodge Members for the club. |
encourage all of our members to
enjoy the coming wonderful
spring weather by participating in
the Healthy Heart Walking Club.
It will be a welcome break for
those who were snowed in
during the huge snow falls during
January and February. It will also

swimming,.

be good for one’s health to
participate. When you reach
certain milestones, you will be
surprised at the nice prizes that
headquarters will provide!

The Supreme Lodge also
created a committee to address
succession planning for Sokol
when our current Supreme
Secretary retires. It is important
to be prepared and to ensure
functioning of day to day
operations for Sokol USA in the
event of the unexpected
departure of our Supreme
Secretary. It is my goal for this
committee to analyze the duties
and tasks presently performed by
the Supreme Secretary and have
a plan in place by December
2011. Another committee was
established to look at the long
term goals and future of the
Society.

Now that the cold dreary
winter has ended and the fine
spring weather is upon us, |
encourage all of our lodges to
take advantage of the rebirth of
spring, hold meetings and
engage in activities to bring their
members together. Do not
hesitate to contact Jennifer
Moulton, our fraternal activities
director, or myself for ideas. She
is eager to help the lodges. She
and | truly share the belief that it
is the coming together of our
lodge members that gives Sokol
USA its strength. Coming
together, sharing experiences
and engaging in activities will
help keep our lodges and our
Society strong.

In this season of rebirth | urge
our lodges to gather together, to
meet and start a new season of
programs and sports. | wish you
all a very happy holiday!

NAZDAR!
Joe Bielecki

LODGE 2 SOKOL USA BRIDGEPORT
ANNOUNCES SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Lodge 2, Bridgeport, Sokol USA has
continued its scholarship program for high school
graduates, it was announced by Lodge President
Miguel Alicea. “In 2009, we awarded $1,000
scholarships to two high school students from
Stratford, Conn. We will again offer up to two
$1,000 scholarships to high school seniors
accepted for admission to an accredited four year
college/university who are Slovak or Carpatho-
Russian descent and residents of Bridgeport,
or Shelton,

Stratford, Trumbull
Alicea.

“Criteria to be used in judging are overall

in Slovakia.”

Conn.,” said

financial need and essay content,” he continued.

“The essay content,” said Lodge Secretary
John Kamenitsky, “is somewhat unique. Rather
than the usual ‘why do | want this award,” we are
asking the applicants to discuss the history,
culture or traditions of Slovak or Carpatho-
Russian heritage or stories about their ancestors

‘We hope to encourage the applicants to
study the history, customs and traditions of their -
forefathers in Slovakia,” he concluded.

Applications were sent to all high schools and

churches in the area and are available from the

Gathering
at the Convention

Arlene and Gerald Von Schwedler with their daughter
Debbie Golden, center, from Chicago Lodge 39/40W.
Minutes from the Convention begin on Page 6.

Let’s Make a
Difference!

| encourage all lodges to plan one or two events this year. In
doing so, the lodge would be able to get together and make a
difference within their lodge and or their community. Plus, the best
thing that would come out of this fraternal activity would be having
fun together.

It is very important that we get our Sokol USA community out
there for our communities to see. In doing so we will make our
lodges more vibrant and this will make the Sokol USA community
stronger. This doesn’t need to be a very time-consuming event.

Examples of events that would be simple to put together are a
card party, movie night or even a coffee clutch with longtime
friends. Some event s that may take more time are getting
involved with “Join Hands Day,” a Race for a Cure or a spaghetti
dinner for charity.

Braddock Lodge 16 has contacted me about their anniversary.
They are going to celebrate 110 years this May. They have
decided to come together as a lodge and make a difference within
the community. They are doing this by marking their anniversary
with a year-long celebration of doing 110 acts of charity. Some of
the charitable ideas that they have started to come up with are:
Visiting the local nursing home.

Collecting books and donating them.

Conducting a canned food drive.

Writing letters to soldiers who are serving our country.
Recycling paper for a local charity.

I am looking forward to hearing the rest of their ideas and have
asked them to keep us posted about their progress in celebrating
their anniversary throughout the year.

What is your lodge going to do to create fraternalism? |
encourage every lodge to get involved today. Please contact me at
bielecki.moulton @ gmail.com, and let me know how your lodge is
making a difference.

Nazdar!

merits of applicants, cumulative grade average,
community  activities, college  acceptance,

Lodge at jkamenitsky @snet.net. Jennifer Moulton
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Attention Sokol Farrell, PA
Lodge 103 Members

Applications and eligibility requirements for
the “Steve Banjak Memorial Scholarship” are
available by downloading the three-page form
from our web site: http://sokolfarrell.org Click on
News and Events > Scholarship.

The deadline for receipt of completed
application by the Scholarship Committee is May
15, 2010.

Applications can also be received by writing to
Brother Melvin Slezak, 6850 Seneca Road,
Sharpsville, PA 16150-8418.

Who Needs Money
for College?

High School Seniors planning to attend college or current
college students, Sokol USA’s Milan Getting Scholarship
is available to Sokol USA members!

Education is never something that should take a back seat.
Improve your financial ability to attend college by applying
for the Milan Getting Scholarship. Each year, Sokol USA is
proud to award the Milan Getting Scholarship to Sokol USA
members who are furthering their education. Contact
Sokol USA Headquarters by phone or e-mail (1-888-253-
0362 or SOKOLUSAHQS@aol.com) and obtain an
application and get ready to enjoy one of the benefits of
being a Sokol USA member.

The application deadline for the 2010-2011 academic year
has been extended. New scholarship recipients will be
announced by June 1, 2010.

Reminder: All current Milan Getting Scholarship
recipients must submit a scholarship renewal
application each year by June 29". Please contact
Sokol USA headquarters with any questions.

District MCT Corps
Sokol USA
Pittsburgh, PA

SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday, April 25, 2010
1PM

Clairon Hotel
300 Tarentum Bridge Road/Route 28, Exit 14
New Kensington, PA

Your Lodge Should Be Represented.
Hot Buffet Luncheon — NO CHARGE
Please reserve your seat for the luncheon by April 19°".

. Nazdar!
Matthew M. Blistan, Sr.
President

AMERICAN SOKOL INSTRUCTOR SCHOOL

July 11-25, 2010
Hosted by Sokol Greater Cleveland

Levels: Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Advanced II
Minimum Age: 13

For School Applications, contact your District or Unit Director
Application Deadline is May 15

For more information, contact
Jane Wise, Instructor School Secretary, at 216-642-1429
e-mail at HIWISE@sbcglobal.net
www.american-sokol.org

NATIONAL SOKOL CAMP 2010

Join us for the 10-Year Anniversary
of National Sokol Camp!

Sokol Camp, St. Louis, Missouri
August 1-8, 2010
Campers ages 12-17

Save money on your registration fee by taking advantage of these
Special 10-Year Anniversary Offers!

Early Bird: $350 per camper special for American Sokol Youth Members
signing up prior to April 1. After April 1, the cost will be $400 per camper.
Family Discount: $50 for 2, $100 for 3, $150 for 4 from the same family.
Unit Discount: $50 discount per camper if 5 or more campers attend from
same unit
"Class Action" Discount: $25 per camper when participation reaches 50
campers

Space is limited and camper spots will be reserved
on a first-come, first-served basis.

For Questions and Application Information,
e-mail sokolsummercamp@americansokol.org
or Visit at us at www.sokolnationalcamp.or
our fan page on Facebook or follow us on Twitter!







