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Happy
Thanksgiving!

To all our members from the
Supreme Lodge of Sokol USA

Page 2

11-14-13

From the Supreme Secretary:
Merger Update

official organ of the

SLOVAK GYMNASTIC UNION SOKOL
OF THE USA
Published monthly on the 2

nd

NOVEMBER 14, 2013

SOKOL TIMES

Thursday of the month.

SOKOL OFFICE:
Telephone: (973) 676-0280
Toll Free: (888) 253-0362
FAX (973) 676-3348
E-mail: SOKOLUSAHQS@aol.com
All communication for publication should be sent
to Editor at P.O. Box 189, East Orange, NJ 07019
by the 22nd of the previous month.
Second Class postage paid in East Orange, NJ
Annual Subscription for non-members is $10.00

DONATIONS GRATEFULLY
ACKNOWLEDGED
To the Milan Getting Scholarship
From Sokol Lodge 6W, Perth Amboy, N.J.
In memory of deceased Sokol members

$50.00

From Sokol Lodge 66W, Bethlehem, Pa.
In memory of deceased Sokol members

$250.00

From The Polacek Family of Lodge 12
In memory of deceased Sokol members

$100.00

To the Sokol USA Gymnastic Fund

I would like to thank all the
delegates who attended the
XXXIV Convention of Sokol USA
and their support of the merger
between Sokol USA and GBU
Financial Life. As of this date, the
Societies have presented the
Insurance
Departments
of
Pennsylvania and New Jersey
with the required documents for,
and requesting approval of, the
merger. We anticipate this
request will be honored and our
merger should consummate prior
to year’s end.
In addition, we are working
with the IT department of GBU
through our actuaries, CPS
Actuary of Stamford, Conn., to
have a smooth transfer of our
data, members’ names and
addresses, certificate numbers,
amount of insurance in force,
etc., etc. We ask all members to
verify their current address with
their lodge secretary or directly
with
Headquarters,
via
telephone, e-mail, or regular

$50.00

From The Polacek Family of Lodge 12
In memory of deceased Sokol members

$100.00

IN MEMORY
Of our deceased Brother and Sister Sokols with a
sincere expression of sympathy to their families
from the Supreme Officers of Sokol U.S.A.

PAULINE KRISTOFIK – (1916-2012) A member of
Lodge 130 in New Kensington, Pa. She is survived by her
children.
JOHN SIMON – (1920-2013) A member of Lodge 255 in
Leechburg, Pa. He is survived by his children.
JULIA KUCSAN – (1916-2013) A member of Lodge 93
in Bethlehem, Pa. She is survived by her children.
GEORGE RAYKOS – (1922-2013) A member of Lodge
93 in Bethlehem, Pa. He is survived by his children.
STEPHEN OCENAS – (1927-2012) A member of Lodge
268 in Throop, Pa. He is survived by his sister.
EVELYN MAGUIRE – (1919-2013) A member of Lodge
12 in Newark, N.J. She is survived by her daughter.
JOHN PLANAVSKY – (1923-1981) A member of Lodge
45 in Tarentum, Pa. He is survived by his wife.
EDWARD A. HVIZDOS – (1914-1991) A member of
Lodge 130 in New Kensington, Pa. He is survived by his
children.
DOROTHY SLINSKY – (1925-2013) A member of Lodge
6W in Perth Amboy, N.J. She is survived by her niece.
PAUL J. FERENCE – (1925-2013) A member of Lodge
56 Philadelphia, Pa. He is survived by his children.
MARY SEKSCINSKI – (1924-2013) A member of Lodge
255 in Leechburg, Pa. She is survived by her son.
MARY CANNOLES – (1932-2013) A member of Lodge
42W in Tarrytown, N.Y. She is survived by her niece.
ANNA MAE DALESSANDRO – (1927-2013) A member
of Lodge 103 in Farrell, Pa. She is survived by her husband.

amending our corporate charter
and our IRS status. The
“Transition” Committee will be
discussing this subject.
We know there are still many
questions
concerning
the
merger.
What
should
be
remembered is that for the
moment everything stays the
same. Members should continue
to pay premium or administration
fees to the Lodge. At some point
in
the
future,
“premium”
payments will be direct billed
from GBU. There are less than
500 members still paying a
premium. Do not confuse the 37
cents administration fee with
premium. We operate under the
lodge system and will continue in
that manner. At some point in the
future, we will advise of changes
in the line of communications.
For your information, the
“annual Fraternal Contribution” to
Lodges
and
Districts
will
continue. The Growth Funds will
(Continued on Page 11)

Sokol New York:
146 Years and Counting
st

From Sokol Lodge 6W, Perth Amboy, N.J.
In memory of deceased Sokol members

mail. I would estimate that we
have incorrect or no addresses
for
10
percent
of
our
membership. As not all our
members receive the Sokol
Times, please take a minute to
check with family and friends
who you know or think have
benefit certificates with Sokol
USA and remind them to contact
Headquarters.
As we move through this
process of merger, a “Transition”
Committee has been formed to
discuss many topics of the new
District
Sokol
USA.
The
committee deliberations which
began on November 9, 2013,
included a review of the present
corporate charter, by laws and
management
structure.
The
Supreme Lodge has decided that
going forward, we will transition
into a IRS 501(c)3, a not for profit
foundation. It is expected this
new Sokol USA will have an
“endowment” of approximately
$800,000. This will require our

Located at 420 East 71
Street, between First and York
Avenues, stands a unique twostory building which today is the
center for Sokol New York’s
multifaceted
programs
of
physical and social activities. The
building was completed in 1896
and, with the exception of the
removal of the original portico at
the entrance way, remains
unchanged. Building records
show that Thomas Edison initially
inspected and certified the
electrical system that was
installed to replace the original
gas lights. Over the years, many
prominent individuals came to
the Hall. Among them were
Thomas Masaryk who visited the
Hall during World War I and
Edvard Beneš who came to the
Hall during World War II. In 1948,
shortly before his death, Jan
Masaryk also visited the Hall.
At the time of its construction
and until a decade or so after
World War II, the Hall was
situated in the midst of a large
Czech and Slovak Yorkville
community, which at one time
supported four separate Sokol
organizations (DA, Orel, Slovak
and Sokol NY), several Czech
and Slovak churches, and
numerous businesses owed by
Czechs and Slovaks. Today, that
ethnic community no longer
exists and Sokol New York Hall
sits in the midst of high-rise
buildings, many of which belong
to the nearby New York City
Hospital complex.
The loss of a supportive
ethnic community has too often
resulted in the eventual demise
of many Czech and Slovak
lodges.
Sokol
New
York,
however, did not succumb to the

notion that Sokol principles and
ideals no longer applied in the
new environment. Tyrš’ credo of
a healthy mind in a healthy body
continued to define the goal of
the
Sokol
program:
the
enhancement of the moral,
intellectual,
and
physical
capacities of all individuals,
regardless of ethnic or racial
background.
Today, Sokol New York
serves hundreds of children,
teenagers, and adults. Children’s
classes run from September to
June. Included are a Tot Gym for
children 10-36 months old and a
Pre-K and K Gym for children 3-5
years old. Classes are held from
Monday
to
Saturday.
Gymnastics,
rhythmic
gymnastics, ballet, basketball,
Tae Kwon Po, folk dance,
volleyball and yoga are activities
available for teenagers and
adults. In addition to these
activities, Sokol New York
sponsors numerous social and
cultural
events,
often
in
association with the Bohemian
National Hall. Representative of
such events was a dance recital
on Saturday, June 1, 2013,
which featured ballet, rhythmic
gymnastics,
hip
hop,
and
contemporary modern and jazz
dance elements. Participants
ranged from the age of 6 to the
50-plus women’s class who
performed with hoops and
ribbons to music by Frank
Sinatra.
As it served an earlier ethnic
community, so Sokol New York
now
serves
the
children,
teenagers and adults of a
neighborhood with a population
that is largely connected to the
surrounding New York City

Hospital complex. Regardless of
who its clientele are, Sokol New
York continues to advance and
apply the Sokol goal of a healthy
mind in a healthy body. Given
the
parlous
state
of
contemporary American society
and culture, a Sokol program that
encourages self-discipline, selfstriving, and cooperation with
peers is a program very much
needed to counter-balance the
self-indulgence, lack of direction,
and egoism that characterize
much of contemporary American
society.
As is always the case, behind
every successful Sokol lodge is a
cadre of dedicated leaders who
for many years volunteer to take
on the numerous and
timeconsuming administrative duties
involved.
The current officers of Sokol
New York are:
Norma Zabka, president
st
Irene Mergl, 1 vice president
Edward Chlanda, 2nd vice
president
Juliett Badalamenti, treasurer
Jean
Stefkovic,
financial
secretary
Antonie Mahoney, recording
secretary
Marni Sabin, director of men
(Donna & Marni share juniors)
Donna Spriglia, directress of
women
George Dano, librarian
Hopefully, a new generation
will soon step forward to take on
the necessary leadership roles
so that Sokol New York, which
was established in October 1867,
can continue to enhance the life
of its surrounding community for
the next 146 years!
Charles Sokol Bednar
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XXXIV CONVENTION
OF THE
SLOVAK GYMNASTIC UNION SOKOL
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
SOKOL U.S.A.
Held in Bethlehem, PA
From July 28 through July 30, 2013
THIRD SESSION
Monday, July 29, 2013
The Convention reconvened at 1:10 PM. Sis. Walko announced that the
Silent Auction will be closed after this session.
REPORT OF THE VERIFICATION COMMITTEE:
Advisor – Sis. Joanne Check, Finance Committee Member
Chairperson – Bro. Jeff Richter, Lodge 93
Member – Sis. Kristin Merker, Lodge 306
Member – Bro. John West, Lodge 16
Member – Sis. Margaret Stangl, Jan Kollar
Bro. Richter took the roll call. The total number of votes is 109. There are 28
Lodge delegates totaling 83 votes, 5 District delegates totaling 4 votes, and 22
Supreme Lodge and Guest Delegates (one vote each).
Sis. Walko called for the report of the New Motions Committee.
REPORT ON NEW MOTIONS
Advisor – Bro. John Kamenitsky, Finance Committee Chair
Chairperson - Sis. Anne Marie Brinley, Lodge 39
Secretary – Sis. Kathy Naccarato, Lodge 12
Member - Sis. Carolyn Coleman, Lodge 276
Bro. Kamenitsky introduced Sis. Brinley. Sis. Brinley stated that three
proposed resolutions were submitted to this Committee for recommendation. They
were reviewed and the following action was taken.
Recommendation #1: submitted by Lodge 39, Berwyn, IL
Subject: Lodge meeting quorum
Reason: Many lodges currently are unable to meet this requirement of seven
members for a quorum at their lodge meetings.
Recommendation: Reduce the quorum number from seven to five members for the
transaction of business at all lodge meetings.
The Committee moved for the adoption of this resolution. Bro. Byran Pracko
requested why the motion was being put forth. Sis. Brinley states that many lodges
are having difficulty meeting the required 7 members. Bro. Bryan Pracko said if
Lodges aren’t able to meet requirement, then they should merge with another Lodge
in closest district. Bro. Kovac said it’s not a membership issue, but just to have a
quorum for meetings to conduct. Sis. Kovac stated that sometimes they conduct their
meetings via email. Sis. von Schwedler said it is difficult for the older members who
can’t communicate via email or are hard-of-hearing which makes tele-conferences
difficult. Bro. Richter suggested that each Lodge can always make a rule specific to
their Lodge. Sis. Walko stated that our current By-Laws specify that all business
need 7 members present for a quorum.
Sis. Walko calls upon Ballot and Election Committee. A Roll Call vote was
conducted. There were 75 votes for and 34 votes against. MOTION CARRIED.

Sister Karen Pearson of the Election and Ballot Committee explains the voting
process.
Recommendation #2: submitted by Gymnastic Department
Subject: Department name
Reason: To have our programs become all inclusive
Recommendation: To change the name of the Gymnastic Department to The Sports,
Fitness and Wellness Department.
The Committee moved for the adoption of this resolution. MOTION CARRIED.
Recommendation #3: submitted by Gymnastic Department
Subject: Name of Directors and Responsibilities
Reason:
Recommendation: To change title of Director of Men and Director of Women to coDirectors of Sports, Fitness and Wellness Department. To change the responsibilities
of the co-Directors be re-stated to be inclusive of any sports, fitness and wellness
programs in which lodges participate. To add “The Sports, Fitness and Wellness
Department shall support and assist lodge approved programs” to Section 2.
The Committee moved for the adoption of this resolution. Bro. Scott Pracko requests
these terms be changed throughout all of the By-Laws. MOTION CARRIED.
Sis. Walko dismissed the New Motions Committee and called for the
Officers Report.
OFFICERS REPORT
Advisor – Sis. Debbie Golden, Finance Committee Member
Member – Sis. Helen Kobryn, Lodge 32
Member - Bro. Frank Shurina, Lodge 68
Member - Sis. Judy Stangl, Lodge 66W
The Committee reported that Sokol USA should focus on and expand our
programs to benefit both our youth and older populations. She also stated that we
need improved communication regarding Milan Getting Scholarship Fund.
Sis. Walko makes motion to accept Officers Report. MOTION CARRIED.
A discussion was initiated by Sis. Pearson. She would like to know how the
transition post-merger will be carried out in terms of funding, new programs and new
roles. Bro. Kovac and Bro. Bielecki stated that they hope to establish a transition team
within 90 days or less, but it will take time and patience. Bro. Rich Yatchyshyn asked
who will be on the transition team and how will they be selected. Bro. Kovac
estimated between 4-6 people selected specifically from this Convention. Sis. Pearson
requested a sign-up sheet be established at this Convention.
Sis. Walko opened the floor to the delegates for a 10-minute discussion.
Bro. Alicea requested an inventory of active lodges including activities and programs
held in each lodge. Bro. Bryan Pracko stated that each gymnastic active lodge already
(Continued on Page 4)
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The delegates and officers at the Bethlehem Convention

XXXIV CONVENTION
OF THE
SLOVAK GYMNASTIC UNION SOKOL
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
SOKOL U.S.A.

each other out. Sis. Yatchyshyn also stated that they are considering the Pittsburgh
area for the next Sokol fest, which is near GBU. They would like to see if this will
increase spectators and/or interest in Sokol. They will also coordinate with ASO
because they will be celebrating their 150th Anniversary the same year as the Sokol
Fest. Sis. Ritz would like to create a program that targets the overweight children in
our communities that would also include a nutritional component. Bro. Todd
Yatchyshyn further adds on an obesity prevention program.

(Continued from Page 3)
reported its activities and programs and submitted it to the gymnastic department. Sis.
Pearson requested that lodges share with the potential transition team what they
would like to see/be doing in their lodges in the future. Sis. Yatchyshyn reviewed
some of the activities held in each of the lodges. Sis. Golden encouraged more
activities like the Healthy Heart Walking Club that can be done by individuals. Sis.
von Schwedler said Lodge 39 participates with Lodge 306, ASO, and other
community activities.

Sis. Walko entertained motion to carry the Gymnastics Department report.
Sis. Smith and Sis. Ondira seconded the motion. MOTION CARRIED.

Sis. Walko dismissed the Officers Report Committee and welcomed the
Petitions and Appeals Committee.
REPORT ON PETITIONS AND APPEALS
Advisor – Bro. Paul Brinley, Finance Committee Member
Chairperson - Sis. Cindy Merker, Lodge 306
Secretary – Sis. Mary Elaine Holmes, Lodge 130
Member – Bro. Steven P. Thomas, Lodge 225
Sis. Cindy Merker announced that the Petitions and Appeals Committee met
on Sunday, July 28th at 10:15 AM. There were not any petitions, appeals, or
grievances reported. Sis. Merker of Lodge 306 was elected Chairperson of the
committee and Mary Elaine Holmes of Lodge 130 was elected recording secretary.
The meeting was brought to a close at 10:20 AM.
Sis. Walko dismissed the Petition and Appeals committee and welcomed the
report from the Gymnastics Department.
REPORT FROM GYMNASTICS DEPARTMENT
Advisor – Sis. Chris Yatchyshyn, Director of Women
Advisor – Bro. Todd Yatchyshyn, Director of Men
Member – Sis. Charity Ruhl, Lodge 47
Member - Sis. Patricia Ritz, District MM Hodza
Member - Bro. Gerald Blistan, District MCT
Sis. Yatchyshyn reported on the Gymnastics Department meeting. They
decided on a goal for each of the active lodges to add one new instructor to their
program who could possibly bring new ideas or activities to each individual lodge. If
cost becomes a problem, perhaps Sokols can exchange or swap instructors to help

Sis. Walko dismissed the Gymnastic Department committee and announced
a recess at 2:35 PM.
The Convention reconvened 3:00 PM.
REPORT ON CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
Advisor – Sis. Jennifer Moulton, Fraternal Activities Chair
Member – Bro. Bryan Pracko, District Ludevit Stur
Member - Sis. Patricia Blistan, District MCT
Member - Bro. Matthew Blistan, Lodge 276
Sis. Moulton introduced Bro. Bryan Pracko. Bro. Bryan Pracko presented the
delegation with the seven recommendations of the Cultural Activity Committee.
1.
Sokol USA create a new brochure with updated and current
information including information and links to all Lodge
websites.
2.
The website be updated/maintained and include an email link for
more information and interactive activities for children including
games, puzzles, trivia, etc.
3.
An educational article be included in the Sokol Times each issue
regarding Sokol/Slovak history or heritage.
4.
A Facebook page be created for Sokol USA.
5.
A children’s page be created for Sokol Times to include games,
puzzles, trivia, etc. It can also include news items for children.
6.
The physical format of the Sokol Times be changed to be read
like a magazine or book.
7.
Sokol USA looks to network through other organizations to
become more known in the community. Create a survey to be
included in the Sokol Times regarding questions from our
membership to better serve them (i.e. how to purchase apparel).
Sis. Walko made a motion to accept the report of the Cultural Activities
Committee. Seconded. MOTION CARRIED.
(Continued on Page 5)
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(Continued from Page 4)
REPORT ON NJ STATE INSURANCE
Advisor – Bro. Milan Kovac, Supreme Secretary
Advisor – Bro. Emil Trgala, Finance Committee Member
Chairperson - Bro. Nick Debnarik, Lodge 59
Member - Bro. James Malik, Lodge 26
Member - Bro. Steve Barron, Lodge 93
Bro. Kovac reminded the delegation that this is review of the exam that the
state of New Jersey conducts of every insurance company domiciled in the state. The
exam is a public document, and the Committee presents it to the delegation for
transparency’s sake. The examination covers the period of 2003-2008. The last
examination was done in December 31st, 2008. The exam revealed two minor
violations: 1) minutes from a meeting in 2007-2008 could not be found, and 2)
checks (outstanding after 3 years) were not turned over. Neither violation negatively
effects the operations of Sokol. Also, the custodial agreement with PNC was too
vague and not designed for insurance companies. The Committee moved to accept
the report of NJ State Insurance. Seconded. MOTION CARRIED.
Sis. Walko dismissed the NJ State Insurance Committee and called upon the
Resolutions Committee.
RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE
Advisor – Bro. Gerald von Schwedler, Finance Committee Member
Member – Sis. Arlene von Schwedler, Lodge 39
Member Sis. Justine West, Lodge 16
Member - Sis. Josephine Funkhouser, Lodge 130
Bro. von Schwedler introduced Sis. von Schwedler, who stated that the
Resolution Committee prepared correspondence to the President of the United States,
Barack Obama, the Governor of the Commonwealth of PA, the Mayor of Bethlehem,
fellow Sokol organizations, and fellow Fraternal and Cultural Societies. The letters
contained an announcement of Sokol USA’s 34th Convention. They also included
information on our organization regarding our programs; supporting other
organization’s endeavors, reaffirming our cooperation with Sokol organizations and
specifically, congratulating American Sokol on their 2013 Sports Festival and Slet in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
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Sis. Walko made motion to accept report of Resolutions Committee.
Seconded. MOTION CARRIED.
Sis. Walko dismissed the Resolutions Committee. Sis. Walko reviewed the
agenda for tomorrow’s session. Sis. Walko asked that delegates write their email
addresses to be including in future emails, and also that there will be a sign-up sheet if
you’d like to sign up for the transition team.
Sis. Ruhl asked if a topic for discussion could be the amount of money set
aside for the endowment. Bro. Kovac and Sis. Walko confirmed that it can be
discussed. Sis. Pearson reflected on the Dr. Bednar’s speech from the night before
and thinks Sokol needs to put more funding into our programming. Bro. Scott Pracko
believes that the membership from his Lodge would prefer more money in the
endowment, compared to the amount left for additional paid-up life insurance. Sis.
Yatchyshyn is concerned that we don’t know how the details of the merger will play
out, and with so many variables still unknown, the $800,000 amount that’s presently
stated is not enough. Bro. Kovac explained how he arrived at $800,000, from the
$500,000 amount he originally thought, and recognizes the need for flexibility. He
believes the entire membership should receive a portion in paid-up insurance, but that
there will be adequate income for well-thought-out programs; it potentially could be
more than that. Bro. Scott Pracko asked if deciding the paid-up insurance amount can
be adjusted in the future. Bro. Kovac said that is not an option; the additional
insurance can only be given once. Sis. Kovac thanked the Supreme Lodge Officers
for the work in keeping Sokol financially sound, and stated that the hope of the
endowment fund isn’t just for the active lodges, but to increase and expand activity
where there aren’t programs right now; without new programs we won’t have new
members. Sis. Pearson asked if the 4.5% return is fixed or variable. Mr. Stoker
stated that while the rate could change, it has been 4.5% for the past 20 years. Bro.
Bryan Pracko wanted to clarify active lodges have more members than those listed on
the Gymnastics Department reports. Bro. Richter wondered if it was feasible to
survey the membership to see if the members are interested in additional paid-up
insurance. Mr. Stoker does not believe you would get many responses. Bro. Scott
Pracko detailed the costs of maintaining their hall. Bro. Todd Yatchyshyn asked the
delegation to consider less paid-up insurance to further our unique programs, culture
and heritage. Bro. Skovronek believes the members should be given the option of
what they want to be done with the surplus. Bro. Kamenitsky believes the
endowment is sufficient, and that the additional insurance to the older members, who
have been loyal to Sokol, is valuable. Sis. Naccarato agrees with Bro. Skovronek.
Sis. Walko believes that the Supreme Lodge will do what is best for the membership.
Bro. Bryan Pracko moved to recess until tomorrow at 9AM. Seconded.
MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted, Erin McGann

Attending the convention were (from left) Marie and John West, Pat and Jerry Blistan, Matt and Millie Blistan, Joann Check and Carolyn Coleman.
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New holiday created to honor
deceased Sokols
The Czech Republic has
recently announced the creation
of a new holiday. October 8th has
now been designated as a
National Holiday in the Czech
Republic, called “The Day of
Remembrance.”
The Day of Remembrance
was created to honor the
deceased Sokol members who
were interred and murdered in
Nazi prisons and concentration
camps during World War II.
Many Sokol members were

involved with the anti-Nazi
resistance during the World War
II. The British government
parachuted a team of assassins
into the Czech Republic during
World War II to assassinate the
Nazi leader Reinhardt Heydrich.
The assassination attempt
was successful. In the aftermath
of the assassination, the Nazis
arrested and killed the assassins
as well as many hundreds of
people connected in the attempt
to hide the assassins and help

them escape. Many of these
were Sokol members. Many
Sokol leaders and members from
the
Czech Republic were
arrested and killed. Many were
sent to concentration camps in
retribution for the Heydrich
assassination and Sokol was
banned by the Nazis in the
Czech land.
The establishment of this
holiday is a great honor for the
fallen Sokol members.

Do you know the average
person gains
1-2 pounds over the holidays?
Get ready for the Holidays by
WALKING!
Brother John Kamenitsky (seated on left), a member of
Sokol USA Lodge 2 in Bridgeport, Conn., has completed his
first series of presentations as a volunteer docent at the
David Judson House in Stratford, Conn.

Sokol Healthy Heart
Walking Club

Another way to serve
your community

Benefits include:

The house was built circa 1750 by Captain David Judson on
the site of his great-grandfather’s 1639 stone house, now listed on
the National Register of Historical Places. Stratford was settled in
1638 by 68 colonists who first came to America as part of the
Puritan immigration.
Brother Kamenitsky was asked to join the Judson House
docent program during a chance encounter with the Stratford
Historical Societies educational director. “I thought I knew my
history of Stratford and the war of Independence,” Kamenitsky
said, “but after five training sessions my eyes were really opened.”
The Stratford Historical Society works with the Stratford Board
of Education to present tours of the facility, empathizing the role
Stratford played in the Revolutionary War, for over 600 fifth grade
students in the spring. In the fall, third graders are brought to the
House and Museum and are shown what part they would play as
children in 1750s colonial life. The House is available for tourist
visits in the summer months.
“Searching out your hometown’s historical society and helping
can be really rewarding and if your town doesn’t have a formal
group that brings history to its residents…what a great project it
would be for a Sokol Lodge,” Kamenitsky said. “I found the parallel
between what I have heard about life in Slovakia and what I have
learned about life in early America is amazing. From soil planting
and tending, fighting wolves, to cutting and gathering wood for
cooking and heating to even making linen cloth from flax and
clothing from sheep’s wool.”

IS YOUR FAMILY COVERED?
Insurance coverage for all family members is an
essential part of personal financial planning. Don’t put
off taking care of this responsibility.
See your lodge Financial Secretary or call Sokol
Headquarters toll free at 1-888-253-0362 for additional
information or membership applications.

Reducing your stress level

Lowering your risk of heart disease

Controlling your weight

Controlling your blood pressure

Sign up for Sokol’s Healthy Heart Walking Club
by sending your name, mailing address
and home lodge to:
Brandi Kovac
64 East 111th St.
Apt. #811
New York, NY 10029
OR email: BKKovac@aol.com
You will receive a free Sokol pedometer
and a Healthy Heart mileage chart.
You are responsible for recording your mileage.
Walk with fellow Sokol members, or on your own.
Contact Brandi when you reach a milestone
and get a reward!
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From the President’s View
As I write this article, fall is
giving way to winter, the beautiful
colored leaves have come and
gone, and Pittsburgh has even
had its first flakes of snow.
November brings two important
holidays: Veterans Day and
Thanksgiving.
Veterans Day is a somber day
where the war dead are
remembered and our living
veterans and members of the
military are honored for their
service to our country. Many
thousands of people have
sacrificed their lives or given their
time in service to our country to
preserve our democratic ideals
and
American
values.
I

encourage our Lodges that have
programs addressing veterans to
continue them. I also note that
once the merger of Sokol USA
and GBU is officially approved
through the state regulatory
agencies, our members will be
able to participate in the GBU
program which prepares care
packages for American soldiers
overseas. This is a very
worthwhile project and one that
is very well received by the
soldiers.
Late November brings the
Thanksgiving
holiday.
This
wonderful American tradition
provides a great opportunity to
thank God for all the blessings

Milan Getting
Scholarship Recipient
Amanda Micieli
I am currently in my senior
year at Susquehanna University
in Selinsgrove, Pa. I am a
creative writing major with a
minor in history. On campus, I
participate in the Xi Iota Chapter
of Alpha Phi Omega Service
Fraternity and SU Dance Corps.
I have had a membership with
Sokol Lodge 32 for many years,
courtesy of my grandparents,
John and Mary Backus. My
grandparents have been involved
with the various Sokol Hall
activities for many years, and my
parents and younger brother
Tyler have also become more
involved.
My
grandparents,
parents, aunt and brother all
currently participate in the Sokol
Bowling League.
As I prepare to graduate from
Susquehanna, I plan to continue
my writing. I will focus on finding
a job or internship in lieu of
graduate school directly after
graduation. I also hope to have
the opportunity to travel to

which we have received during
the year and for our families to
come together and share the
fellowship of a special meal and
day together. At this time of year,
it is also a good reminder to
remember those among us who
are less fortunate. It provides our
local Sokol USA branches with a
good opportunity to engage in
fraternal activities and help their
communities.
Many of our members have
asked me how their Lodges will
be affected by the merger with
GBU. Our Lodges will be able to
continue all of their fraternal
activities as well as their sport,
fitness and wellness activities.

Thanksgiving provides us with a
great opportunity to do fraternal
activities to benefit the less
fortunate in our communities. It
also provides us with an
incentive to work off all of the
“pumpkin pie calories” after
Thanksgiving through our sports,
fitness and wellness activities.
I congratulate and thank for
their service all of our members
who are veterans. I further wish
all of our members a most
blessed
and
very
Happy
Thanksgiving. We have so much
to be thankful in the United
States!
NAZDAR!
Joe Bielecki
President, Sokol USA

Joseph Bielecki

HELP SUPPORT OUR

SOKOL FARRELL GYMNASTIC PROGRAM
BY BRINGING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS

St. NICHOLAS PARTY
(sv. Mikulaš)

Amanda Micieli
Europe and other parts of the
United States to do some
research for my writing, focusing
in historical fiction works.
I also hope that the end of my
schooling will allow me to
become more involved with the
Sokol Hall activities, if not at
Lodge 32 then at the closest
lodge to me after graduation.

MALESKI ELECTED
TO AFA BOARD
Many congratulations to our member, Cynthia
Maleski, for her recent election to the Board of
Directors of the American Fraternal Alliance.
The American Fraternal Alliance is a national
trade association for fraternal life insurance
societies.
Cynthia is a member of Sokol USA Lodge in
New Kensington, Pa. She is also the National
President of the First Catholic Slovak Ladies
Association, a very large fraternal life insurance
society located in the Cleveland, Ohio, area.
Many congratulations to Cynthia on this
wonderful achievement!

SATURDAY, DEC. 7, 2013
FARRELL SLOVAK HOME
800 Spearman Ave.
JOHN LAPINSKI ORCHESTRA FOR LISTENING & DANCING
TRADITIONAL SLOVAK HOME MADE FOOD MENU:
Appetizer: Choice of Kapusnica (sauerkraut and kolbasy soup) or Salad
Main Course: Holubky (stuffed cabbage), Mashed Potatoes, Vegetable, Homemade
European Style Tort and Coffee included. Free Hot Dogs for the children.
Food service begins at 5:00 pm. Carry out service at 6:00 pm.
Music is from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.
Donation:

Sit down service with live music, dancing and singing……….
Carry out service……………………………….……………………………….…………

$12.00
$10.00

SLOVAK AND ENGLISH CHRISTMAS SING-A-LONG (words provided).
Get your tickets from a Sokol gymnast or call the SOKOL USA FARRELL
HOTLINE: 724.342.1129 to reserve your place. (leave a message)
Seating is limited! Come early, stay late.

Page 8

SOKOL TIMES

XXXIV CONVENTION
OF THE
SLOVAK GYMNASTIC UNION SOKOL
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
SOKOL U.S.A.
Held in Bethlehem, PA
From July 28 through July 30, 2013
FOURTH SESSION
Tuesday, July 30, 2013
The fourth session of XXXIV Convention was called to order at 9:00 AM on
Tuesday, July 30, 2013.
Sis. Walko announced delegates may stay the night if they would like
otherwise, checkout is at 11:30 AM. The winners of the silent auction will be
announced later on today and checks are payable to Sokol USA. Sign up sheets for
email address and the transition team are on the Convention Secretary’s desk.
Sis. Walko calls upon Bro. Richter for Roll Call. Bro. Richter thanks the
delegation for attending Monday night’s dinner hosted by Men’s Lodge 93, and
Women’s Lodge 66W of Bethlehem.
REPORT OF THE VERIFICATION COMMITTEE:
Advisor – Sis. Joanne Check, Finance Committee Member
Chairperson – Bro. Jeff Richter, Lodge 93
Member – Sis. Kristin Merker, Lodge 306
Member – Bro. John West, Lodge 16
Member – Sis. Margaret Stangl, Jan Kollar
Bro. Richter took the roll call. The total number of votes is 109. There are 28
Lodge delegates totaling 83 votes, 5 District delegates totaling 4 votes, and 22
Supreme Lodge and Guest Delegates (one vote each).

NOVEMBER 14, 2013

John and Justine West and Carolyn Coleman
going through the By-Laws to make all those changes, and made note that pg 89,
Article 28, Section 1 addresses the Validity of By-Laws and when the suspension of
the By-Laws is deemed necessary.
Sis. Walko thanked and dismissed the By-Laws Committee.
Sis. Naccarato requested re-opening the floor to discuss the transition team
post-merger. Sis. Walko asked the delegation for their ideas for the transition team to
consider. Sis. Naccarato suggested the following: a membership director who can
coordinate with GBU and run an annual membership drive, a marketing director who
can work in conjunction with GBU and assist local lodges with advertising efforts,
and a communications director to edit, oversee and update website and social media.
Sis. Yatchyshyn referred the delegation to the 3rd page of her Officer’s Report which
includes her recommendations for new roles. She listed several duties that the new
leaders will need to consider, especially since eventually Sokol USA no longer have
the Headquarters office in East Orange: administration, programming, and fraternal
activities coordinator, someone to work with GBU, ASO, and sister Sokol
organizations, membership, finance committees, oversee national fundraising,
marketing, and recording and corresponding secretary. Sis. Walek reminded the
delegation that having programs and clinics at your local hall attract social members
to become regular members. Bro. Rich Yatchyshyn, who is also involved with the
Boy Scouts, suggested a Home Run Derby where people will pay and try to hit
homeruns. It was a fundraiser that raised about $10,000 for the Boy Scouts. Bro.
Scott Pracko talked about the fundraiser his wife started for their son, Mathew’s Liver
Foundation to support the American Liver Foundation; they have had great success
raising money by running marathons.
Sis. Walko calls upon the Election and Ballot Committee. Sis. Shurina
recused herself because she is running for an office.

Sis. Walko introduces the By-Laws committee to provide their report.
BY-LAWS COMMITTEE
Advisor – Bro. Scott Pracko, Vice-President
Chairperson - Sis. Ellen Kovac, Lodge 12
Member - Bro. Stephen Banjak, Lodge 103
Member - Bro. Eric Skovronek, Lodge 32
Sis. Kovac stated that the By-Laws Committee changed Article 20, Section
3, pg. 69 regarding the quorum to read “A quorum shall consist of five members in
good standing for the transaction of business at all lodge meetings.” The Committee
reminded the delegates that every lodge has the ability to adopt home rules retaining a
quorum of seven members. The Committee makes a motion to adopt the changes
made to the By-Laws….MOTION CARRIED.
The next recommendation requires about 50 changes total to the By-Laws.
“Gymnastic Department” was replaced with “Sports, Fitness and Wellness
Department”, and “Director of Men” and “Director of Women” was changed to “CoDirectors”, or some cases just “Directors”. The Committee makes a motion to make
blanket changes throughout the By-Laws… MOTION CARRIED.
The Committee recommends that due to the expanded role of the Sports,
Fitness and Wellness Department and their Co-Directors, that the position of National
Sports Coordinator (explained on pg 29-30) be eliminated and all references to it in
the By-Laws be removed… MOTION CARRIED.
Bro. Scott Pracko thanked the By-Laws committee for their tedious work of

REPORT OF THE ELECTION AND BALLOT COMMITTEE
Advisor – Bro. David Walko, Finance Committee Member
Member – Sis. Nancy Shurina, Lodge 68(Recused)
Member – Sis. Karen Pearson, Lodge 403
Sis. Pearson will run the election with the help of Sis. Smith and Sis. Check
because both Bro. Walko and Sis. Shurina are running for an office.
Sis. Pearson welcomed the nominees for Treasurer to address the delegation.
Bro. Burkhardt has been a long-time Sokol and was on the Finance Committee for
over a decade. Most recently, due to the contingency policy for the Supreme Lodge,
he obtained his life insurance producers license. Sis. Naccarato, a life-long member
of Sokol is a former Lodge instructor and officer. She has never been a convention
delegate before, but has attended as a convention secretary. She has fifteen years
experience in office management. She is devoted to Sokol and excited about its new
change.
Bro. Bielecki, not contested, thanks the delegation for their trust and looks
forward to working with whoever is elected.
Bro. Scott Pracko, also not contested, thanks the delegation and is passionate
about continuing to carry out his duties as Vice President.
Bro. Kovac, who is unopposed, thanks the delegation for their faith and trust
over the past years, and believes all of the incumbents deserve support. He also
(Continued on Page 9)
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and Wellness Department. Bro. Todd Yatchyshyn and Sis. Christine Yatchyshyn
addressed the delegation and thanked them for their support over the years.
Sis. Walko announces a recess. We will reconvene in ten minutes.
The Convention reconvened at 10:40 AM.
Sis. Walko asked the Verification Committee to take roll call before
elections.
REPORT OF THE VERIFICATION COMMITTEE:
Advisor – Sis. Joanne Check, Finance Committee Member
Chairperson – Bro. Jeff Richter, Lodge 93
Member – Sis. Kristin Merker, Lodge 306
Member – Bro. John West, Lodge 16
Member – Sis. Margaret Stangl, Jan Kollar
Bro. Richter took the roll call. The total number of votes is 109. There are 28
Lodge delegates totaling 83 votes, 5 District delegates totaling 4 votes, and 22
Supreme Lodge and Guest Delegates (one vote each).

Sister Joanne Check collects ballots from the Supreme Lodge Officers.

XXXIV CONVENTION
OF THE
SLOVAK GYMNASTIC UNION SOKOL
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
SOKOL U.S.A.

Sis. Joanne Check announces the winners of the Silent Auction. It raised a
total of $705 for the Milan Getting Scholarship Fund.
Bro. Bryan Pracko mentioned that we neglected to nominate the President of
the Supreme Court. Sis. Pearson opens the nominations for Supreme Court President.
Nominations for Supreme Court President
The Committee moved to nominate Bro. Joseph Dubovi, Jr for Supreme Court
President. Bro. Dubovi accepted the nomination. Bro. Kovac made a motion to close
nominations. Seconded. MOTION CARRIED.
Bro. Dubovi thanked the delegation and hopes to continue to serve.

(Continued from Page 8)
thanked Sis. Check, Sis. Moulton, and Bro. von Schwedler for their service.
Sis. Pearson reminds the delegation that they will vote for 7 out of the 8
nominees for Finance Committee. Sis. Pearson welcomed the nominees for Finance
Committee to address the delegation.
Bro. Brinley, a current Finance Committee Member, is skilled in telecommunication and data networking and feels those skill sets are necessary to help set
up the new Sokol District. Bro. Banjak, is a father, a husband, an educator, and a
member of Sokol USA, and Sokol has always been a top priority. He has been a
traveling instructor, taught at Kurz, served as Chief Physical Director and revised the
Sokol Gymnastic Manual. He is highly energetic and highly motivated and still very
active in Lodge 103, Farrell. Sis. Golden has been on the Finance Committee for the
past eight years. She is active at her local level, and also served on the Milan Getting
Scholarship Committee. She developed a health screening in hospitals and hopes to be
able to bring that to Sokol in the future. Bro. Kamenitsky has been a member of the
Finance Committee for many years, and serves as the Finance Committee Chairperson.
He has extensive banking experience, which included being in charge of customer
relations when his bank merged with several others. Sis. Kovac is now a member of
Lodge 12, and her main activity throughout her Sokol career has been gymnastics. She
is a nationally-rated judge and holds many positions in Sokol USA, including a Camp
Board member Sokol Woodlands. She looks forward to being a part of this new Sokol
District. She is proud that her two children, and three grandchildren have remained
active in Sokol. Sis. Ruhl, nominated by Sis. Yatchyshyn, was not born into Sokol, but
is lucky to have been accepted by Sokol USA. She is goal-oriented and organized. She
is a Registered Nurse, and works full-time while running the Monessen Lodge. She
would like the opportunity to help achieve Sokol’s future goals. Bro. Trgala, a member
of Lodge 12, is an auditor by trade. He’s been a part of the Boonton Sokol Camp and
Sokol Woodlands for many years, but this was his first term on the Supreme Lodge.
He’s found it very fulfilling and wishes to continue. Bro. Walko, from Lodge 7, served
in the military and felt like Sokol helped him develop those necessary skills. He is
currently a school administrator. He believes that every decision he’s made has been
for the betterment of the society. He asked the delegation for their vote to continue
serving on the Finance Committee.
Sis. Pearson welcomes the nominees for Cultural Activities chairperson, Sis.
Kristin Merker and Sis. Nancy Shurina. Sis. Kristin Merker has been going to Lodge
306 since she was 8 years old. She attended Kurz and many Slets. She has been
Director of Women of Lodge 306 since 2005. She served on the Yes Counsel for the
past two conventions. Sis. Merker has developed strong contacts within Sokol USA
and American Sokol, and would like to increase youth membership. Sis. Nancy
Shurina, Lodge 68, married into Sokol USA. She has attended three conventions. She
is active in her lodge as a bowler and as Financial Secretary and in her District MCT.
She would love the opportunity to serve you in this position.
Sis. Pearson welcomes the nominees for Co-Directors of the Sports, Fitness

Sis. Pearson reminds the delegation of the election procedures. Blue ballots
are 3 votes, yellow ballots are 2 votes, and white ballots are 1 vote.
Bro. Bryan Pracko asked if we are allowed to make a vote of “no
confidence” on a position that was uncontested. Sis. Pearson said uncontested
positions are not balloted and no write-ins will be accepted.
Sis. Pearson makes a motion to include the Supreme Court President
nomination in the election despite the fact that it was not held two sessions ago. Bro.
Todd Yatchyshyn seconded. MOTION CARRIED.
The Committee made a motion to cast a ballot for the unopposed positions:
Bro. Joseph S. Bielecki, for President
Bro. Scott Pracko, for Vice President
Bro. Milan S. Kovac, for Supreme Secretary
Bro. Joseph Dubovi, for President of the Supreme Court
Sis. Chrstine Yatchyshyn, Co-director of Sports, Fitness, and Wellness
Bro. Todd Yatchyshyn, Co-director of Sports, Fitness, and Wellness
Sis. Pearson congratulated those new Officers.
Delegates, Districts, Supreme Lodge, and Guest Delegates receive their
ballots for Treasurer. Then, Sis. Pearson called the delegation, one by one, to place
their ballot in the ballot box. Final call for ballots for the Treasurer. Ballot for
Treasurer closed.
Delegates, Districts, Supreme Lodge, and Guest Delegates receive their
ballots for Finance Committee. Then, Sis. Pearson called the delegation, one by one,
to place their ballot in the ballot box. Final call for ballots for the Finance
Committee. Ballot for Finance Committee closed.
Delegates, Districts, Supreme Lodge, and Guest Delegates receive their
ballots for Cultural Activity Chairperson. Then, Sis. Pearson called the delegation,
one by one, to place their ballot in the ballot box. Final call for ballots for the
Cultural Activity Chairperson. Ballot for Cultural Activity Chairperson closed.
All ballots have been cast, and the Elections are closed.
Bro. Bryan Pracko asked if a ballot is voided, does that change the number
of votes for the majority. The Election and Ballot committee said no, 55 votes are
needed for the majority.
Sis. Walko opened the floor to make corrections to the minutes, in regards to
content. Sis. Yatchyshyn, Bro. Alicea and Sis. Golden made corrections. The
Convention Secretary made note of the corrections. Bro. Malik made a motion to
(Continued on Page 10)
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sufficient to support the programs. Bro. Bohon believes that the Finance Committee
can decide on the required funding for the programs. Sis. Walko repeated the motion
on the floor that $62,000 be reserved for the Sports, Fitness and Wellness
Department. Bro. Kovac requests Roll Call. Bro. Todd Yatchyshyn requests a secret
ballot Roll Call.
Bro. Todd Yatchyshyn moves to recess. Sis. Walko announces a recess at
12:00PM.

(Continued from Page 9)
The Convention reconvenes at 12:07 PM.
accept the minutes as amended. Bro. Barron seconded…. MOTION CARRIED.
Sis Walko released all committees except for the Election and Ballot
Committee. She thanked them for their services.
Bro. Scott Pracko talked about the success of the Milan Getting Scholarship
Fund. He announced the winners of this year’s scholarship: brothers Chris Fazekas
and Matthew Fazekas of Lodge 2 Bridgeport, Ct and Nicole Marie Shannon, Lodge
255 Leechburg, PA. He thanked Bro. Bielecki for his support through the silent
auctions, and the Scholarship Committee for the hard work.
Sis. Walko asked Sis. Ondira to approach the podium. Sis. Ondira stated the
three standard motions that the delegation should address.
Sis. Ondira moved that the Supreme President and Supreme Secretary be,
and they hereby are, empowered to read and correct the minutes of this XXXIV
Convention. Bro. Bohon seconded….MOTION CARRIED.
Sis. Ondira moved that the Supreme Lodge be, and it hereby is, authorized to
clarify any matters covered by this XXXIV Convention. Bro. Skovronek
seconded…MOTION CARRIED.
Sis. Ondira moved that the Executive Board be, and it hereby is, authorized
to change and correct the By-Laws as may be necessary so to be in compliance with
State laws. Bro. von Schwedler seconded….MOTION CARRIED.
For the good and welfare for the society, Bro. Kovac moved to reserve an
additional $40,000 for the upcoming Slet. This would be a line item in the operating
funds, not an additional amount to the endowment fund. Bro. Scott Pracko seconded.
MOTION CARRIED.
Sis. Walko thanks the delegations for their participation in the XXXIV
Convention. She also thanked our Parliamentarian, Dr. Slane.
Sis. Yatchyshyn asked if we are going to set money aside for the Sports,
Fitness and Wellness Department for the first year after the merger, since the
Department will be living off the interest earned on the endowment, and there will be
no interest earned on the endowment in that first year. She made a motion to put
$62,000 in reserve. Bro. Banjak seconded. Bro. Kamenitsky stated that the Finance
Committee usually reviews all budget requests. Sis. Kovac asked Bro. Kamenitsky
for his assurance that the Sports, Fitness and Wellness Department would still receive
its base funding during this time of transition. Bro. Kamenitsky replied that he can’t
remember ever turning down a request from Gymnastic Department and recalled that
they usually always received anywhere from $40,000-$50,000 a year. He asked that
the Finance Committee review their request for $62,000 first. Sis. Yatchyshyn stated
that if this motion fails, she would make a new motion to increase the department’s
base amount. Bro. Malik asked that Sis. Yatchyshyn decide what amount would be

Bro. David Walko called upon the Delegates, Districts, Supreme Lodge, and
Guest Delegates to receive their ballots for the motion on the floor. He reminded the
Convention that District delegates do not vote on financial business, so there will be a
total of 105 votes. Sis. Walko asked Dr. Slane his opinion on the District delegates
not voting; Dr. Slane recommended that they not vote because it involves the
mortuary fund. Bro. Burkhardt stated the motion was an insult to the integrity of
Sokol USA and requested Sis. Yatchyshyn withdraw her motion; he stated that the
Officers going forward will support the programs as they have in the past. Sis. Ruhl
said it wasn’t meant to be an insult, but that they would like to ensure funding for the
department post-merger.
Bro. David Walko distributed the ballots. He then called upon each delegate
to place their ballot in the ballot box. Final call for ballots for the motion on the floor.
There were 64 votes against and 40 votes for, with 1 invalid ballot left blank for a
total of 105 votes….MOTION REJECTED.
Sis. Walko requested the Election and Ballot Committee report on the results
of the Election of Officers.
Results for Treasurer
Bro. Arthur Burkhardt received a total of 73 votes.
Sis. Kathy Naccarato received a total of 32 votes.
There were 4 invalid ballots.
Results for Fraternal/Cultural Activities Chair
Sis. Kristin Merker received a total of 47 votes.
Sis. Nancy Shurina received a total of 60 votes.
There were 2 invalid ballots.
Results for Finance Committee
Bro. Stephen Banjak received a total of 98 votes.
Bro. Paul Brinley received a total of 87 votes.
Sis. Deborah Golden received a total of 106 votes.
Bro. John Kamenitsky received a total of 106 votes.
Sis. Ellen Kovac received a total of 104 votes.
Sis. Charity Ruhl received a total of 53 votes.
Bro. Emil Trgala received a total of 106 votes.
Bro. David Walko received a total of 82 votes.
There were 3 invalid ballots.
Sis. Pearson congratulated the newly elected officers, and thanked everyone
for running.
Sis. Walko announced a recess for lunch at 12:25 PM.
Respectfully submitted, Erin McGann.

Mary and John
Kamenitsky
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District meetings will be held. If members signed up for the
Transition team, please include your email address.

FROM THE
SUPREME
SECRETARY
(Continued from Page 2)
not continue as we have known
it, however each lodge and
district will receive a letter
offering to either return funds or
place the money in a GBU fund
which pays a high interest rate.
The
Supreme
Secretary
endorses the placement of
Lodge and District Funds into the
GBU fund. It is expected that this
information will be in the mail to
Lodges prior to Thanksgiving.
As part of the merger and as
a benefit to members, the excess
Sokol USA funds will be
distributed to each member as
an additional single premium
insurance certificate. There are
some who have inquired as to
whether it is possible to reject the
additional insurance and have
their share of the distribution be
returned and added to the Sokol
USA Foundation. At time of
distribution,
a
letter
will
accompany the new single
premium certificate and within
that letter will be instructions for
returning the certificate and
donating to the “endowment
fund.” The letter will contain
detailed information specifying
how one can exercise this option.
Everyone should expect to
receive
substantial
correspondence in the coming
months. Please read and retain
all documents. I cannot itemize
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OF THE
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SOKOL U.S.A.
Held in Bethlehem, PA
From July 28 through July 30, 2013
FIFTH SESSION
Tuesday, July 30, 2013
The fifth session of XXXIV Convention was called to
order at 1:30 PM on Tuesday, July 30, 2013.

OATH OF OFFICE
Sis. Walko asked all of the newly-elected Officers to approach the
podium for the Oath of Office. Sis. Walko administered the Oath
of Office to:
- Bro. Joe Bielecki, President
- Bro. Scott Pracko, Vice-President
- Bro. Milan Kovac, Supreme Secretary
- Bro. Joe Dubovi, President of the Supreme Court
- Bro. Arthur Burkhardt, Treasurer
- Bro. Stephen Banjak, Finance Committee Member
- Bro. Paul Brinley, Finance Committee Member
- Sis. Debbie Golden, Finance Committee Member
- Bro. John Kamenitsky, Finance Committee Member
- Sis. Ellen Kovac, Finance Committee Member
- Bro. Emil Trgala, Finance Committee Member
- Bro. David Walko, Finance Committee Member
- Sis. Nancy Shurina, Cultural Activities Chair
- Sis. Chris Yatchyshyn, Director of Women
- Bro. Todd Yatchyshyn, Director of Men
With no business remaining, Sis. Walko addressed the
delegation and hopes that the delegation, as a whole, can move
Sokol forward successfully. Sis. Walko invited everyone to rise
and sing “Sokols We”. Sis. Walko adjourned the XXXIV
Convention.
The XXXIV Convention closed at 1:45 PM.

Sis. Walko stated that the Transition team will determine
the location of the next Convention and how the new Sokol
all of the communications that
you will receive, however I know
each will receive a welcome
letter and a “Certificate of
Assumption,”
which
is
a
document declaring that GBU is
responsible for the payment of
the benefit on your Sokol benefit
certificate. The distribution of the

single
premium
insurance
certificate and instructions and
options will be another piece of
correspondence.
Do not hesitate to contact
Headquarters with questions and
concerns. We may have some
bumps in the road during this
change, however we will survive

Respectfully submitted, Erin McGann.
and remain a strong an vibrant
organization.
We wish all a very Happy
Thanksgiving and ask that you
remember our veterans, shut-ins
and those in need.
Nazdar!
Milan S. Kovac
Supreme Secretary

Visit us at:

www.
SokolUSA.org

SHARE YOUR FAMILY EVENTS WITH YOUR “SOKOL FAMILY”
The Sokol Times Social Page is a great way to keep up
with your old and new friends! Share your families’ events
with your Sokol family. We want to hear from you.
Only news regarding members of our lodges will be printed.

Complete one of the attached forms and mail the information
and a photograph of clear quality to Sokol USA, 276 Prospect
Street, P.O. Box 189, East Orange, NJ 07019-0189.
Information and photographs also may be e-mailed to:
SOKOLUSAHQS@aol.com

ENGAGEMENTS,
WEDDINGS &
ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

PROMOTIONS,
HONOR ROLLS &
OTHER EVENTS

NAMES: _____________________

NAME: _____________________

NAME: _____________________

_____________________

BIRTH DATE: _________________

PHONE #: ___________________

PHONE #: ___________________

AGE: _______________________

HOMETOWN: _________________

HOMETOWN: _________________

PHONE #: ___________________

SOKOL LODGE: ________________

SOKOL LODGE: ________________

HOMETOWN: _________________

EVENT: _____________________

YEARS MARRIED (IF APPLICABLE): ___

SOKOL LODGE: ________________

_____________________

Photographs are not required, but they do add to the presentation.
Please include a self addressed, stamped envelope if you would like your photograph returned.
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Revisiting Wheelin’ in Milwaukee

The All Sokol Finale “Born to Sokol.”

The Pracko Family

Above, Assistant Director of Women Amy Pracko carried the Sokol USA Flag in the opening
ceremonies of the Sports Festival. At right is Gerald Von Swedler. While it was a sunny day,
it was a very chilly and windy evening for spectators.

Matthew Pracko and Stacy Hoffman give each other a “high
five.” Matthew was our most decorated Sokol USA
participant. In the under 12 age group, he won first place in
the 5K Run; in the 10-12 age group, he won first place in
the Fitness Challenge, and in the Level 4, 10-12 age group
he tied for 3rd in Gymnastics. He also took home a medal in
the Wheels competition! Stacy was not far behind him,
winning first place in the 5K Run in the over 18 age group,
second place in the 17-24 Fitness Challenge age group,
and first place in Level 8 Optional Gymnastics 17-24 age
group. Great job!

